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The Return of 
Long John Silver 


JOIN CONNELL 


‘It is a bold enterprise to carry on a famous story from 
the point where its author left it. But The Return of 
Long John Silver can be approached without prejudice, 
and its excellence confessed.’.—-The Observer 


‘A grand pirate story, infused with the true Stevenson 
spirit. —T he Scotsman Illustrated, 6s. net 


Andrew Lang’s Fairy Books 


‘It is delightful to see again Andrew Lang’s Green 
Fairy Book and Blue Fairy Book....In these folk and 
fairy tales there always seems to be still something one 
has forgotten or never known.’—Mary Crozier, in the 
Manchester Guardian 


‘An absolutely safe choice....the stories have delighted 
too many generations to fail now.’ —The Listener 
Each, illustrated, 10s. 6d. net 


Jock of the Bushveld 


SIR PERCY FITZPATRICK 


‘A most welcome re-issue of a book that has delighted 
successive generations of boys since it was first published in 
1907. It is, indeed, by way of becoming a classic among 
animal stories....The story of Jock, the bull terrier who 
shares his masters life in the veld, in the gold rush and 
in big game hunting, is as fresh and exciting as ever.’— 
The Times Educational Supplement. Imlustrated 15s. net 


LONGMANS 
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Children’s Book Dept. 


Send for new 32-page illustrated 
Catalogue of Children’s Books 
J. M. Dent & Sons Ltd., Bedford St., 
London, W.C.2 


Some Recent Publications 


Coconut Island ROBERT GIBBINGS 
An adventure story of the South Seas. ‘A much-loved work. 
Mr. Gibbings matches his narrative with the most satisfying 
pictures.’ The Times Lit. Supp. ‘With 80 wood engravings by 
the author. 8s. 6d. net 


Dusty’s Windmill KITTY BARNE 
A swiftly moving Sussex mystery story by the author of Family 
Footlights, Visitors from London (CARNEGIE MEDAL, 1940), etc. 
Illustrated by MARCIA LANE FOSTER. 8s. 6d. net 


The Cat Whe Went to Heaven 


ELIZABETH COATSWORTH 
‘An exquisite story, beautifully produced, as much a book for 
adults as for children. I shall urge all cat-minded people to buy 
it.” Michael Joseph. Illustrated by JOAN KIDDELL MONROE in 
colour. 7s. 6d. net 


Kerin the Watcher DOROTHY SEVERN 
*Pre-Roman Britain skilfully woven intc an e. cellent story 
charged with ominous pagan mystery.’ The Obserx7. Illustrated 
by WILLIAM STOBBS. Ss. 6d. net 


Sea Change RICHARD ARMSTRONG 
‘A first-rate yarn of an apprentice at sea’ (The Navy), by the author 
of Sabotage at the Forge, etc. Awarded the CARNEGIE MEDAL, 
1948 Illustrated by M. LESZCZYNSKI. 7s. 6d. net 


M. C. Carey & D. Fitchew 


The 264 water-colour drawings by Miss 
Dorothy Fitchew, one on a page, are beauti- 
ful and fully detailed. 


For ready identification every flower is grouped 
according to colour, with notes, and there is a 
comprehensive index. Size 6} by 4} in. 

10s. 6d. net 


‘A perfect little book.’ Yohn O’ London’s. 


Wein Library Children’s Room 
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GEL. tnonnron BURGESS 


The Bedtime Story-Books 
















four NEW titles 


Mother West Wind WHY Stories (31) 
Mother West Wind HOW Stories (32) 
Mother West Wind WHEN Stories (33) 
Mother West Wind WHERE Stories (34) 


Each illustrated with eight full 
colour plates 3s 6d 


years unavailable, are being reprinted: 
JERRY MUSKRAT AT HOME (16) 
LITTLE JOE OTTER (17) GRANDFATHER FROG (2) 






% The four new Bedtime Story-Books 
and the eight reprints will be published 
from February to May, 1950. 


Each Bedtime Story-Book is illustrated with colour 
plates and contains approximately 25,000 word 


7 x 4} ins. 38 6d each 
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HUTCHINSON’S 
BOOKS FOR 


A Selection of 
Newly Published Books 





Margaret Morrison: JUST DONKEYS 10/6 net 
Illustrated by ANTON PIECK, whose work appears here for the 
first time in this country. 

“It is charming. Not a word wrong” —The Dean of Exeter 


Capt. C. H. Dent : HEAD HIGH HANDS LOW 8/6 net 


lilustrated by Lionel Edwards, R.I. “ Captain Dent writes from 
the knowledge of a lifetime” —Sunday Times 


Ruth M. Arthur & Helen Haywood : 
COWSLIP MOLLIE 5/- net 


“ Delightfully Illustrated ” —Tatler. 
“ A delightful story for young children” —Oxford Mail 


Isobel St. Vincent & Helen Haywood : 


TOM TOBY 8/6 net 
“A wealth of pleasure...a delightful cat story...charmingly told 


and illustrated...an exceptional book” —Nottingham Journal 
G. W. Barrington : NZWALA 7/6 net 
Beautifully illustrated. ‘“ Children of 12-16 should enjoy this 
well-produced book ” —The Times 

J. Harold Carpenter: PANZA 7/6 net 


Illustrated by G. W. Barrington. “To delight young folk ” 
—Liverpool Echo 


*‘HUTCHINSON’S BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
Hutchinson House - London, W.1 




























START THE CHILDREN COLLECTING 


Book 
Tallies 


the younger brother of Book Tokens 





The Book Tally is a two-leaved card half of which is a 
voucher worth 6d. towards the price of a book, while the 
other half is a beautiful coloured picture—one of a set 
which the child collects. 74d. each A set (7s. 6d.) means 
twelve coloured cards and a 6s. book. Six sets were 
published last year: Railway Engines, The Royal Family, 
British Wild Animals, Army Uniforms, Horses and The 
Twelve Days of Christmas. Ready this month : 
THE WONDERS OF THE WORLD 


ON “TALLY DAY” 
THE FIRST DAY OF EVERY MONTH 
TWELVE NEW PICTURES APPEAR IN THE BOOKSHOPS 



























































WARNE’S 
Young Folks Library 


A series that is proving most popular. More and more calls 
are being made for these well written stories for young child- 


ren from 7-10 years. Profusely illustrated. 
BIBLE STORIES FOR CHILDREN Gladys Taylor 
Old and New Testaments 7s. 6d. each 
ON OAKAPPLE FARM Christine E. Bradley 
Collection of farm and country stories 6s. 
DANNY’S COUNTRY STORE Helen Fuller Orton 
The fun of running a country store 6s. 
BONNY, THE PONY Ruth Clarke 
The adventures of a moorland pony 6s. 
DADDY, PLEASE TELL ME A STORY E. Ower 
Collection of original stories 6s. 
CUTHBERT CANDLEWICK Pixie Gann 
A loveable old man and his adventures 6s. 
THROUGH THE MAGIC MIRROR Kathleen Scarr 
Colection of original fairy tales 5s. 
MYSTERY AT THE OLD PLACE Helen Fuller Orton 
Exciting happenings in a deserted farmhouse Ss. 
MARTYN MERRYFEATHER Pixie Gann 
An enchanted prince and his trials 5s. 
PERIWINKLE POPCORN Pixie Gann 
A mischievous elf and his adventures 5s. 
NOD COTTAGE Jean Hughes 
Discoveries and adventures in the country 6s. 
JUST ONE MORE STORY Constance Woodhead 
Collection of short stories 5s. 
SILVER BIRCHES Kathleen O'Farrell 
Secrets of a “Magic Wood” 6s. 
THE SILVER SEAGULL Pixie Gann 
Adventures and mysteries 6s. 
BIDDY THE BROWNIE M. Vera Armstrong 
Exciting adventures and surprises 6s. 


All the above titles are cloth bound 


FREDERICK WARNE & CO. LTD. 
1, BEDFORD COURT . LONDON . W.C2 
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THE JUDY JO BOOKS 
By Mabel Betsy Hill 
DOWN ALONG APPLE MARKET STREET 


SUMMER COMES TO APPLE MARKET STREET 


JACK O’LANTERN FOR JUDY JO 
SURPRISE FOR JUDY JO 
Judy Jo is a lovable little girl in a New England 


coast village, who slips up and down the neighbourly 
street and has pleasant, simple, friendly adventures. 


Reading these stories is like meeting old friends, 
and Betsy Hill’s delightful drawings in three colours 
are as flavourful and charming as the stories 
themselves. 


Oblong demy 8vo. 4s. 6d. each 


BLACKWELL - OXFORD 





























BOOKS FOR JUNIORS 


from 


ASKEWS OF PRESTON 





The firm whose reputation stands second-to-none 
as suppliers of library books for young people of all ages. 


Large and varied selection. Immense stocks, spacious 


showrooms, Inspection cordially invited. 


Tel. 5049 





| 


JAMES ASKEW & SON, LTD. 


CORPORATION STREET . - PRESTON 



































Line drawing by 


The Queen Elizabeth Story 
ROSEMARY SUTCLIFF 
8s. 6d. net 


The little village of Broomhill in Devon was gay with flags and 
flowers in anticipation of an unprecedented festival — the great 
Queen Elizabeth herself was to ride in procession through the 
streets; and there was nobody so excited as Perdita, the little 
girl whose greatest desire was to appoach within touching dis. 
tance of Gloriana. This is the story of Perdita’s mounting hopes, 
her disappointment and the consolation she eventually found. 
It is no less a chronicle in miniature of Elizabethan times, a story of 
country and family life as Perdita lived it — a life that was good 


and fragrant, unhurried and infinitely rewarding. This book will 





be published in the early Spring. 









OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 








C. WALTER HODGES 














Illustration by I. Morton-Sale from The Starry Floor. (M. Joseph) , 
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Illustration by Betty Ladler from Over the Tree Tops. (Blackwell) 
The New Books 


FOR LIBRARIANS 


Grimm’s Folk Tales. Illus. by G. Cruickshank. 
207 pp. 745. Folio Society. . . 16/- 


This edition is not intended for children; it is for col- 
lectors and is mentioned here because of its illustrations. 
Cruickshank was the first illustrator of Grimm in this country 
and it is possible that he, more than any other artist, interpreted 
the spirit of these tales. Whether the colouring (by hand) has 
improved the plates in this edition is doubtful. 

H.J.B.W. 


REYNOLDS, G. Thomas Bewick. Illus. 96 pp. 
74X54. Art & Technics. . ‘ 6/- 


| The important place occupied by Bewick i in the eee of 

h) the illustrators of children’s books may not be fully recognised 

unless it is emphasised that not only did he illustrate two 

editions of Aesop’s Fables but that the more famous Quadru- 

peds and Birds were intended to replace a certain sixpenny 

schoolbook. Mr. Reynolds gives us two essays on Bewick's 

life and work and a collection of 91 reproductions of the wood- 
| . Cuts, some of them from the original blocks. 


H.J.B.W, 
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FOR CHILDREN UNDER TEN 


BARKSDALE, L. The First Thanksgiving. Illus. 
L. Lenski. 64 pp. 745. Muller. . . §f- 


A pleasing story about early days in Maine telling how 
nine-year-old Hannah went to stay with Granny and heard 
all about the first feast of thankfulness for the good harvest 
which meant life or death to the first settlers. This is an 
attractive little book giving a good picture of New England. 

Lorna Lewis 


BOUMPHREY, E. Hoojibahs and Humans. Illus. 
by A. H. Watson. 183 pp. 8x5. Lutter- 
worth. : ‘ , : ; ; . 8/6 


Hoojibahs were very much afraid of humans so that when 
a party of them were washed up at Trewoggle and by a 
fortunate accident were assumed to be members of Pimpletoe’s 
Freak Circus and Show, they did their best to live up to their 
exalted status. Their phenomenal successes at the Regatta were 
indeed superhuman and along with the strange activities of the 
Invisible Hoojibah roused suspicion in the jealous breast of Mr. 
Hawkins. Retribution came upon the company very suddenly 
but they escaped and will no doubt live to entertain us with 
many further adventures. 

This story makes a very slow and rather irritating and 
involved start, but once the Hoojibahs have realised and accept- 
ed their role, circumstances and their own natures impel them 
to produce a very entertaining variant of the pure nonsense 


tale. 
E.R.W. 


BowEN, O. Dog’s delight. Illus. by L. R. 
Brightwell. 136 pp. 85%. Nelson. . S/- 


Miss Bowen and Mr. Brightwell have collaborated several 
times before with pleasing results, and it would be a pleasure 
to give unqualified praise to this book. Unfortunately the 
artist, whose rabbits, tadpoles and other wild things are so full 
of personality, is not at ease with dogs, and he never gets to 
grips with a story which, without being notably original or 
amusing, is never dull. 

Dog’s Delight is the name of the country to which dogs go 
when they slip away for a few minutes on the Common. As 
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every doggy hour is equal to a human second, they are able to 
pack a good deal of adventure into those brief excursions. 
Such point as the story possesses is made by the visit to Dog's 
Delight of a little boy whose terrier smuggles him in. Here 
he encounters a number of adventures, the most pleasant of 
which is participation in a dog’s archaeological expedition. 
Children, especially those who have dogs, will get enjoy- 
ment from this book, but they may feel, as I do, that it could 
have been very much better. 
M. S. Crouch 


Brooks, W. R. Freddy the explorer. Illus. by 


G. Higham. 192 pp. 73 xS. — 
Head. : 7/6 


Freddy's First Dinas was Sealant in Junior Book- 
shelf in July, 1949. It appears that we are now all set to 
receive all the other books in a series which has enjoyed con- 
siderable success in America. I am no lover of series in general, 
but we might do worse than this. The nearest parallel to the 
Freddy books is Doctor Dolittle, but the present series lacks 
Hugh Lofting’s sustained invention and, more important, his 
inimitable and individual hero. Freddy himself, poetic pig 
though he be, lacks the stature of a principal. 

For all this, Freddy the Explorer is a genial, lively and 
always enjoyable story. The farm animals, whose resourceful- 
ness had been fully tested during their vacation trip to Florida, 
now organize holiday tours for other animals, and they are 
so successful that they can afford another trek themselves, this 
time to the North Pole. 

My quarrel with this part of the book is that it is too 
easy. One can readily accept the fancy that Santa Claus has 
his palace and workshop at the Pole, but not that a party of 
animals can reach it, on foot, without undue discomfort. Even 
the most carefree of fantasies has its rules, and I feel that Mr. 
Brooks has broken them too lightly. 

There are plenty of good things in the book. The charac- 
terization is excellent, the invention, though unequal, is some- 
times very good, and there is an honest earthy Americanism 
about it which will do something to correct the “ city-slicker ” 
misconceptions of the films. (But why has someone, surely not 
the author, had the bright idea of adding glosses on such words 
as baseball...‘ an American game, rather like our rounders...” 





Illustration by Marcia Lane Foster from We Hunted Hounds. 
(Collins) 
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He has underestimated badly the general education and intelli- 
gence of English children). 

It is a nicely made book, but the illustrations are just not 
good enough. 


M. S. Crouch 


FARJEON, E. The starry floor. Illus. by Isobel 
and John Morton-Sale. 63 pp. 83x54. 
M. Joseph. : , . S/- 


Writers of verse for children are rare enough; the makers 
of real poetry are rare indeed. Miss Farjeon belongs to that 
small company. In this book she continues her partnership 
with the Morton-Sales which has produced such delightful 
work. The poems are all inspired by the evening and morning 
sky, and all have the same subtlety of melody and rhythm. 
Are they suitable for children? At any rate they avoid the 
jog trot and the monosyllabic word-range of much schoolroom 
verse. The poetic fantasy is in no way hampered by any 
pedagogic intentions. What all the poems share however is 
the child’s imagination; the poet looks at nature with candid 
eyes and without sophistication. I believe that many children 
will feel with her the mystery and loneliness of the night with- 
out understanding half the thought and the allusions in each 
poem. 

No artist can capture more successfully than the Morton- 
Sales the wonder of the world in a child’s eyes. Some of the 
line drawings in this book suffer in reproduction. But on the 
whole the book is as excellent in design as the poems deserve, 
and it would be difficult to pitch praise higher. 


M. S. Crouch 


FYLEMAN, R. Over the tree tops. Illus. 64 pp. 
83x53. Blackwell. . . S/- 


This is a delightful collection of nursery ryhmes from many 
countries. About half of them come from France and Ger- 
many, but Hungary, Denmark, Egypt, China, and several 
other countries are represented. The selections and translations 
are well adapted for English children and the illustrations are 
apt and amusing. 


E.R.W. 
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GREEN, M. C. (ed.) Magic lanterns. Illus. by 
the author. 60 pp. 9%74. Bodley Head. 7/6 


Miss Green made that very delightful anthology, “ Stars 
and Primroses.” She has designed this new book for younger 
children. The selection of poems is most interesting; here are 
some unfamiliar verses which are quite charming, as well as 
some obvious and loved ones. It is a pity that so many are 
merely extracts from longer originals, but they may well attract 
children to read further. Certainly it would be difficult to 
better the selection and arrangement which are as unexpected 
as they are stimulating. 

The poems are hand-lettered and decorated by the editor. 
Her calligraphy is uniformly excellent; her drawing is unequal, 
but at its best very good indeed, and it is almost invariably in 
good taste. 

There are few books with which to satisfy the lively 
demands of children for poetry. It is therefore particularly 
pleasant to welcome so colourful and unusual a volume, which 
has been excellently printed. M. S. Crouch 


TOLKIEN, J. R. R. Farmer Giles of Ham. Illus. 


by P. D. Baynes. 79 pp. 8x5. Allen & 
Unwin. ; , : ; ; : . 6/- 

Farmer Giles of Ham is made of the same ingredients 
as the author’s previous book, The Hobbit. There is a dragon 
with a hoard of treasure which is wrested from him. The hero 
again is an ordinary fellow, not very brave but capable of 
rising to an occasion and ready to use native wit and cunning. 
But the tone of this new book is profoundly different. The 
heroic age is over and the age of chivalry is beginning. Strict 
precedence and self-interest are the governing factors in life. 
Adventure has become unpopular and Mock-dragon’s tail is a 
favourite dish at court. Into this fashionable life of idleness 
and luxury is projected Farmer Giles of Ham, a cunning, 
choleric peasant who, after the complications of rustic society, 
finds it comparatively easy to get the better of the King. 

This is a light-weight book. The urbane mannered style 
suggests, as do the publishers, that the book is not intended 
primarily for children. Children are inclined to take their 
dragons seriously and they may not fancy Chrysophylax, that 
cowardly, obsequious monster who is small beer indeed after 
Smaug. I fancy they will like Giles himself, and they will 
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love his craven dog. ‘The mannerisms, the learned allusions, 
as well as the stylized decorations by Miss Baynes, are for adults 
only. 

It is.a delightful book, exquisitely written and full of 
charming touches of humour, and it should certainly form 
part of any children’s library. One must not be disappointed. 
however, if the children’s reactions are slow. 

M. S. Crouch 


VAN STOCKUM, H. Kersti and Saint Nicholas. 

Illus. by the author. 71 pp. 1148}. 
Muller. ; ; : ; ; . 10/6 
This story-picture book for the over fives and under eights 
has great charm and will certainly delight a large number of 
unsophisticated and imaginative little girls. For what could 
be more tempting than a tale of naughtiness that won through, 
even to the extent of captivating the heart of St. Nicholas and 
his black servant, Pieterbaas, so that even the Bad children 
got Christmas presents? The pictures of Dutch boys and girls. 
their dogs, their cats, their windmills and their canals are full 

of colour and life, and delicate detail. 

Lorna Lewis 








‘ > 
Illustration by E. H. Shepard from Bertie’s Escapade (Methuen) 
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ALLEN, J. Going to the theatre. Illus. 155 pp. 


FOR CHILDREN FROM TEN TO FOURTEEN 


74X<5. Phoenix House. 7/6 


If the object of the theatre is to stimulate the imagination, 
to translate rather than to dictate, as an actress-reader of this 
book put it, then Going to the Theatre will not help much, for 
it explains to the child-in-the-street, in rather prosy language, 
all the back-stage tricks and producer’s problems in a way 
which, to at any rate two theatre-goers, kills rather than creates. 
Moreover the whole of the arts of the theatre are simplified 
through an analysis of Mr. Bridie’s remarkable play, Todias 
and the Angel, which is here written down overmuch. The 
intention of the author is “to help children to enjoy their 
visits to the theatre even more than before ” by giving them the 
“ story” of production, over-acting, theatre-management gener- 
ally, and much else besides. It is difficult to know for what 
age he is writing, for some of this book, especially the chapter 
on theatre costs and owners, is really only suited to adolescent 
and adult readers, while much of the rest is presumably intend- 
ed for youngsters at school. 


No doubt my disagreement, and that of my actor-friend, 
with the author, will be contested by many; which is good, 
since argument about the theatre never fails to stimulate its 
circulation, if one may so put it. Mr. Allen was until recently 
Administrator and Producer of the Children’s Theatre Ltd., 
and has had an enormous number of letters from his young 
audiences. Will his book help to foster the magic of the theatre 
or develop too early a disillusionment in children who are, 
unlike adults, not capable of separating the emotional from the 
intellectual? As an impassioned theatre-goer I echo the child 
who stood on her seat at the end of a pantomime crying: 
“ Blind, stay up for ever!” 

Lorna Lewis 


CUMMING, P. Trouble at Trimbles. Illus. by 


G. Whittam. 143 pp. 84x63. Country 


Life 10/6 


Miss Cumming has long been established as a knowledge- 
able writer about horses and about farming life and her reputa- 
tion would be more secure if she confined herself to these themes. 
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In Trouble at Trimbles she gives us an inferior mystery story 
with farming and horses merely very lightly sketched in as a 
background. When apparently well-brought up children pelt 
one another with mother’s gardening books, including “ a heavy 
treatise on rock gardening ” and when Father enters the room 
just in time to receive the heavy treatise full in the middle of 
his chest, we feel suspicious of the author’s integrity of purpose 
and must be forgiven if we are tempted to consign the story to 
that great collection of ‘written to a formula’ works. 


H.J.B.W. 


GREEN, R. L. The Story of Lewis Carroll. 


Illus. 178 pp. 745. Methuen. . . 8/6 


This biography begins well with its description of the 
unusual stained glass window which commemorates the life and 
work of Lewis Carroll in the parish church of Daresbury, 
the village where he was born and where his father was Vicar. 


Older girls who have loved Alice in Wonderland will no 
doubt be interested in this detailed account of Carroll’s boy- 
hood, with his early efforts at writing and his later preference 
for the society of small girls which eventually led to the produc- 
tion of his famous book. The biography is a painstaking piece 
of work, the writer is in sympathy with his subject, the appendix 
with its bibliography is good, but as a biography for young 
people it seems neither sufficiently selective in its material nor 
is enough weight given to the fact that Carroll wrote nothing 
else comparable with Alice. The author is happiest in his 
quotations from Carroll’s letters and other nonsense verses and 
from authentic stories of his child friends. 


E.R.W. 


Hope, S. The Secret of the‘ Astrea’ Illus. by 


N. Howard. 216 pp. 745. Oxford . 6/- 


Mysterious passengers on an oil-tanker and the amateur 
sleuthing of one of the ship’s apprentices provide the main ex- 
citements in a rather thin plot, and heroic rescues from the sea 
add highlights. These by themselves are not enough to lift the 
story above average but the characterisation of the two principal 
characters is fairly well drawn and the book has an authentic 
background of life on an oil-tanker. 


H.J.B.W. 
Bs Library Children’s Roon, 


DETROIT PUBLIC LIBRARY 
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MEYNELL, E. The Siory of Hans Andersen. 


Illus. 136 pp. 745. Methuen. . 8/6 


One must inevitably compare this book with Swan of 
Denmark by Ruth Manning-Sanders, which was reviewed in 
our November 1949 issue. Child readers of both books will 
probably be disturbed by the many divergencies in detail and 
may well wonder which, if either, of the authors is correct. 

Miss Meynell has a less direct and simple approach than 
Miss Manning-Sanders, presents her material less dramatically 
and does not leave such a characteristic impression of her hero 
in his youth, but she scores by carrying the story through to 
Andersen’s death. She also gives a better account of the actual 
genesis of the famous stories and shows that even when fortune 
smiled upon him, Andersen still had difficulties which were 
mainly the outcome of his unusual temperament. She dwells 
at some length on his travels and his meetings with famous 
contemporaries. Miss Meynell’s book may be recommended for 
older children who enjoy a more comprehensive biography, 
while Swan of Denmark, with its more highly dramatised 
approach, will appeal to younger readers, despite its regrettable 
execution episode. 

E.R.W. 


SPENDER, B. E. Friends of Van. Illus. by S. 


Lloyd. 119 pp. 846%. Country Life. . 8/6 


A boy is dismissed from the training ship ‘Avenger’ for 
cheating in an examination. He finds friends in a pleasant 
family all of whom believe him innocent, as do his parents also. 
Later of course, his innocence is proved. Moderately wel) 
drawn characters and a simple homely atmosphere make the 
story acceptable. Nevertheless the book could be the better 
for a little more gusto since the boys are all turned fourteen 
and the one girl is almost that age. It is just a little too pleas- 
ant and right and the appeal is likely to be among boys and 
girls of nine and ten. 

H.J.B.W. 


WALTON, C. The Children’s theatre book. Illus. 
by E. W. Robertson. 104 pp. 4x 54. 
Black. , . 10/6 


This sensible, roar ad informative ar should be of 
great value to boys and girls aged ten and upwards who have 
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“Fallen for the Footlights”’ or have any aspirations to play- 
producing themselves. It has the merit of being readable and 
interesting to a child but of use also to older students of the 
ballet or theatre. The author has a sense of humour which 
seeps through some of the excellent advice she gives: for 
example, “It is very difficult to help people without hurting 
their feelings: in fact, people’s feelings must be hurt. That is 
what feelings are for, as well as for pride and enjoyment. We 
should never learn anything if the dancing teacher did not 
sometimes say: ‘You .are lumping around like a great 
elephant.’ ” 

The book is divided into sections: Learning to See Our- 
selves, The Model Theatre, History of Costume, Make-Up and 
Make Believe, The Skeleton and the Dancer, Picture Galleries. 
Each is short and business-like. The drawings are lively, 
descriptive, and full of character. Print, paper and binding are 
good. 

My only quarrel with this fascinating book is the presence 
in the first chapter of Mr. Curio, one of those tiresome old 
people who know everything and who introduced two children, 
Paul and Pauline, to Art. I could have done without all three 
of them—so could the book. The author who has worked 
with the Children’s Theatre at Kirkcudbright, with the B.B.C. 
Scottish Children’s Hour, and with the Festival . Theatre, 
Cambridge, is otherwise much to be congratulated. 

Lorna Lewis 
WYNMALEN, J. Holly, the education of a pony. 
Illus. i114 pp. 946. Country Life . 8/6 

This may be described as a text-book on the breaking-in 
of ponies from the time they leave their mothers in the New 
Forest until they are ready for the show ring. The author, 
obviously an authority, believes that children should learn to 
break-in their own ponies. The book is addressed to readers 
who already have a fairly intimate acquaintance with ponies. 
Whether the author has adopted the best method of presenta- 
tion of her material (autobiography by a pony) is questionable 
because the result is less lucid than is desirable in such a book. 

H.J.B.W. 





CORRECTION: We regret that in Faber’s advertisement in our 
December issue the price of The Story of Painting was given 
as 21/6. It should have read 12/6. 
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CrOTTET, R. The Enchanted Forest. Illus. by 
E. King. 187 pp. 8454. Richards Press 12/6 
This book contains a collection of folk tales of the Scolts, 
a tribal people settled in Lapland, but of different origin from 
the other inhabitants of this country. Mr. Crottet lived among 
them for some time while he transcribed their legends and folk 
tales, said to be their exclusive heritage. The result is a de- 
lightful and unique addition to the many volumes of folk lore 
already in existence. The stories are notable for their high lit- 
erary quality, their unusual themes, their humour and their pre- 
sentation of human and animal life in primitive and harsh 
circumstances. The book was not intended for juvenile reading 
but it may well be placed in the Intermediate Library where 
it will find many discriminating readers. 
E.R.W. 


INNES, H. The White South. 319 pp. 73% x5. 


Collins. 9/6 


Both a mystery story and a story of adventure in the wastes 


of the Antarctic, The White South is vividly and dramatically 
told. A large whaling factory ship going to the rescue of its 
smaller ‘catcher’ ships two of which meet disaster through a 
murderer’s determination to eliminate all evidence of his crime, 
is itself caught and crushed in the ice and is sunk. Ultimately 
the murderer himself is killed and the survivors of the disaster 
rescued. The story is notable for its vivid description and 
excellent characterisation, and can be strongly recommended 
for young people in their late teens. 

H.J.B.W. 


Illustration by H. van Stockum from Kersti and St. Nicholas 
(Muller) 














FABER BOOKS 





Seribbling Lark HENRY WILLIAMSON 
‘As well written as our old favourite Tarka the Otter. Two 
talking monkeys called Zig and Zag get out of the Zoo 
with an old horse, live with a cocoa-drinking jockey 
called Tommy Topp, a reformed cuckoo called Oocuck and 
a vegetarian fox, and win the Derby. Children will love 
the story and adulis should like its incidental mischief.’ 
News Chronicle 7/6 


All about Ships and Shipping 


edited by E. P. HARNACK 
The ninth edition of this famous book, fully revised 
throughout, includes all the changes that have occurred 
during and since the war, and many new illustrations. 
The perfect book for any child who loves the sea and ships. 
Profusely illustrated. 18/- 


My Best Western Story VARIOUS AUTHORS 


A new edition of these firm favourites. 8/5 





An exciting new boys’ mystery story 
by a favourite author 


MYSTERY MOOR 


ERIC LEYLAND 


When Bill took his two schoolfellows Henry and Sam to his 
father’s new house in Cumberland for the holidays, they soon 
found themselves mixed oP in a double mystery. Strange and 
illegal activities were taking place up on Mystery Moor. The 


solutions come at the climax of a gripping, realistic and 
ible story. With frontispiece in colour. 6/- 


fe Have you yet read MARTIN COLT’S thriller? 
STRANGER AT THE INLET ss. 6;- 
“ A breathless coastal mys tpg Me —Birmingha 
Mail. A veal cowalde Hem bapa «Pa ” 
Liverpool Post. 
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WOODFIELD AND STANLEY 





WE STILL DO NOT CLAIM THAT OUR SERVICE 
IS PERFECT, that we can supply you 
with any book you ask for, but we are 
happy to report that the supply position 
so far as children’s books is concerned is 
improving rapidly. Our stocks are very 
large. At the same time they are selective 
and we do not want to clutter up our 
shelves with books which we are half 
ashamed to offer you. Quality remains 
our aim and we have good reason to believe 
that librarians approve of our policy. 
Watch out for our stock lists, sent out 


regularly. 


KIRKBURTON - HUDDERSFIELD 











The Stanley Press Ltd., ¢7 Bradford Road, Dewsbury. 





